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more effectively all such talent is provided with
an opportunity of exerting itself the greater will
the wealth and prosperity of that country be. In
other words, if potential talent is to be actualised,
opportunity is as needful for its exercise as is the
stimulus of a proportionate reward. That economic
opportunity ought, therefore, to be equalised, so
far as possible, is, as an abstract principle, too
obvious to need demonstration. But abstract
principles are useless till we apply them to a
concrete world ; and when we apply our abstract
doctrine of opportunity to the complex facts of
society and human nature, a principle so simple
in theory will undergo as many modifications as a
film of level water will if we spill it over an uneven
surface.

The first fact which will confront us, when we
come down from theory to facts, is one which
could not be more forcibly emphasised than it has
been by a socialistic writer,1 whose utterances were
quoted in one of our previous chapters. This is
the fact that, in respect of their powers of pro-
duction, just as of most others, human beings are
in the highest degree unequal. They are unequal
in intellect and imagination. More especially they
are unequal in energy, alertness, executive capacity,
initiative and in what we may describe generally
as practical driving force. Such being the case,
then, if it could actually be brought about that

1 The Christian Socialist author of The Gospel for To-day.
See chapter on Christian Socialism.